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The Commands of Our Lord

“Fear God Part Three”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

Matt 10:28 “And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”

We continue this week on this important and mostly misunderstood command.  I hope that you have taken the time to study the last two weeks and talk about this topic to other Christians. 

Having no fear in our hearts for God implies that we think too highly of ourselves and that leads to pride.  A little fear keeps us in our proper relationship to our Holy God:
Luke 1:50 “And His mercy is upon generation after generation Toward those who fear Him.

Luke 1:51 He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their heart.”

In several Biblical passages we are told that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
Psalm 111:10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments; His praise endures forever.”

Why are we told that we can have no wisdom unless we first experience fear of the Lord?  If a created being has no fear in his heart of his Creator then the person is thinking too highly of himself and therefore lacks all wisdom.
I know that when I first see Jesus Christ as the Holy Judge I will have the same reaction of terror as that experienced by the Apostle John:

Rev 1:17 “And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man …..”

But I also know that He will then do to me just as He did to John in removing my fear:

Rev 1:17 “….. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,”
At this point I am reminded of the jailor who experienced the awful power of God in His release of Paul from prison.  His great fear of God let him to ask the pertinent question.

Acts 16:29 “And he called for lights and rushed in and, trembling with fear, he fell down before Paul and Silas,

Acts 16:30 and after he brought them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"”

Although I still have the fear of the Lord guiding me in this life, I have no doubt about my future state in the Kingdom of God.  I am a child of God and I will live forever with Him.  Therefore I have no fear about my state after death because I have trusted my Lord Jesus for His work on my behalf.  Only God is involved in justification for those who fear God:

Acts 13:26 “Brethren, sons of Abraham's family, and those among you who fear God, to us the word of this salvation is sent out.”

For emphasis I am going to repeat the following quote by Mike Yaconelli (a great youth leader, teacher, and author of articles for the modern church who died at only 62 in 2003)” 

"I would like to suggest that the Church become a place of terror again; a place where God continually has to tell us, "Fear not"; a place where our relationship with God is not a simple belief or a doctrine or theology, it is God's burning presence in our lives. I am suggesting that the tame God of relevance be replaced by the God whose very presence shatters our egos into dust, burns our sin into ashes, and strips us naked to reveal the real person within. The Church needs to become a gloriously dangerous place where nothing is safe in God's presence except His children. Nothing--including our plans, our agendas, our priorities, our politics, our money, our security, our comfort, our possessions, or our needs have any comfort in the presence of God.”  [I modified this last sentence only slightly for my clarification as you can see by comparing this quote with the one from last week.]
Let’s all try to focus on worshipping God in all of our life experiences.  The fear of God was the start of my process toward a holier life here and it continues to guide me in sanctification.  Paul clearly stated such a use of the fear of God in his letter to the Philippians.    We do have to remember that the word “salvation” used below refers to the entire process of salvation: justification, sanctification, and glorification.  

Phil 2:12 “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;”

God alone initiated my justification but my cooperation is used in my sanctification, which will be followed by His completed work of my glorification.

Praise Holy God!
